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Abstract

A study of circumstances and factors associating with early childhood
development in the Royal Development Project for Border Security

within the third army area
Arisara  Thonghem
Academic and Research Group, Bureau of health promotion, Department of Health
Jintana Pattanapongthong

Office of Expert Committee, Department of Health, Ministry of Health

This study aims to investigate circumstances and factors associating with early childhood
development in the Royal Development Project for Border Security within the third army area
There were 300 participants consisting of parents and children (3 to 5 years) studying in schools
and child centers in the Royal Development Project for Border Security within the third army
area. These participants were selected through a simple random sampling method. Data were
collected during October to December 2019. Instruments consisted of 1) Mother and Child
Health Handbook, 2) Denver Il Child Development Screening, 3) a questionnaire for parents.
Statistical used: frequency, percentage, means, standard deviation, and chi-square test for
association.

Results revealed that of all the children, 63.16% had normal development in all
domains. Considering the development in each domain: child development in personal and
social (PS) domain was found to be the highest (97.36%), followed by gross motor (GM) domain
(96.55%); fine motor (FM) domain (80.77 %), and expressive language (EL) domain (67.39%)
consecutively. Factors significantly associated with normal child development (p < .05) included:
child health status factor such as oral health problems; nutritional factor such as vitamins and
iron supplementation, normal weight for child height, normal height for child age; parenting
factor such as high-quality play, television viewing, telling or reading fairy tales to children.

Accordingly, it is suggested that collaborative networks in all sectors, particularly local
administrative organizations, community leaders, schools, health care centers participate with
the operations and support the development of an integrative child-centered plan for early
childhood in the local area. That is to outline approaches to promote child development ranging
from the stages of pregnancy, childbirth, after birth, to parenting. The purposes are to foster
normal child development and promote competent parenting, launch a campaign encouraging

parents to provide quality play and monitor child’s media usage.

Key words : early childhood, associated factors, child development, the Royal Development

Project for Border Security within the third army area
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